REMARKS 


Claims in the Application, Claims 1-4, 7-16, 20, 23, 28, 33, 36, 43-44, 50-51, 53-54, 57 and 62- 
63 have been amended. Claims 66-73 has been added to this application. Accordingly, Claims 
1-73 are active in this application. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
Examiner's Rejection of the Claims Over Constien. In the Final Office Action, the Examiner 
indicated allowance of Claims 16-65, allowability of Claims 2-15 and rejected Claim 1 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,582,250 ("Constien"). Applicants 
have amended Claim 1 to more clearly illustrate that (i.), (ii.) and (iii.), as amended, require the 
presence of a second proppant stage. Thus, amended Claim 1 is distinguishable over Constien. 
Reconsideration of the claims over Constien is respectfully requested. 

Conclusions. The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned in order to expedite the 
prosecution of this application. It is believed that the claims to the amendments and the remarks 
expressed herein put this application in condition for allowance. Early notice to that effect is 
earnestly solicited. 


JONES & SMITH, LLP 
2777 Allen Parkway, Suite 800 
Houston, Texas 77019 
Telephone No.: (713)528-3100 
Facsimile No.: (713) 893-6076 
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